
Developing Intimacy with Holy Spirit
by Keith Schaad

Intimacy was never meant to be a series of hoops to jump through. It is 
not a series of events to experience.  It is relationship, and relationship 
is meant to be a two-way encounter, for us to encounter God, and for 
God to encounter us.

John 15:4,5  "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. "I 
am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he 
bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

The “B” word.   Baptism in the Spirit, it is a scriptural phrase, but it has baggage!  A 
more common word is “filled”.  And is most often used in reference to those who 
already have the Spirit inside of them.  So it is not just spacial, as in filling a glass, but 
more in completeness or saturation.  It seems to be a process of filling, depleting and 
replenishing.

Ephesians 5:18-20  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but 
be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always 
giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even 
the Father;

Jesus’ disciples, were a people in transition.  They had the Spirit upon, but not in 
them.  Our dilemma may be we have the Spirit in us, but not upon. (saturated)

John 14:16-20  "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that 
He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him 
because He abides with you and will be in you.
"I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. "After a little while the 
world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live 
also. "In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in 
you. 
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2 Peter Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called 
us by His own glory and excellence. For by these He has granted to us His 
precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world by lust.

1 Peter 1:3,4 & 23  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an 
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, for you have been born again not of seed which is 
perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of 
God.

Ephesians 2:4, 5  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

Let’s go back to the group in transition:

Acts 2:1-4  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in 
one place.  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent 
rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  And there 
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested 
on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

Acts 10:44-48  While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell 
upon all those who were listening to the message. All the circumcised 
believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they were hearing them 
speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, "Surely no 
one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we did, can he?" And he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.
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Acts 11:15-18  "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as 
He did upon us at the beginning. "And I remembered the word of the Lord, 
how He used to say, `John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit.' "Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us 
also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in 
God's way?" When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, 
saying, "Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that 
leads to life."

Acts 19:1-7  It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed 
through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 
He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And 
they said to him, "No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." 
And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" And they said, "Into John's 
baptism." Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus." When 
they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when 
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
began speaking with tongues and prophesying. There were in all about twelve 
men.

Acts 8:14-19  Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who came down 
and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For He had not yet 
fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were 
receiving the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed 
through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, saying, 
"Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands 
may receive the Holy Spirit." 

1 Timothy 1:6  For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God 
which is in you through the laying on of my hands.

Remember it is about intimacy and relationship.  It is about surrendering to or 
partnering more completely with God, specifically with the person of the Holy Spirit.  
Many times it involves the releasing of new gifts or expressions. 
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1 Corinthians 14:1a  Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts,...

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And 
there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  There are varieties of 
effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. But to each one 
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  For to one is 
given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, 
and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of 
miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, 
to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of 
tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to 
each one individually just as He wills.

1 Corinthians 14:1-5  Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but 
especially that you may prophesy. For one who speaks in a tongue does not 
speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks 
mysteries. But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and 
exhortation and consolation. One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but 
one who prophesies edifies the church. Now I wish that you all spoke in 
tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one who 
prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the 
church may receive edifying.

1 Corinthians 14:12-19  So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, 
seek to abound for the edification of the church. Therefore let one who speaks 
in a tongue pray that he may interpret. For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit 
prays, but my mind is unfruitful.
What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the 
mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.  
Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of 
the ungifted say the "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not know 
what you are saying? For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other 
person is not edified. I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all; 
however, in the church I desire to speak five words with my mind so that I may 
instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

Let’s look at a personal application setting, not a group setting.
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Romans 8:26-27  In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us 
with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows 
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according 
to the will of God.

A paraphrase based on the Greek text:

Similarly, the Spirit supports us in our unsteadiness, for we have not perceived to pray 
what is binding/must be, but the Spirit Himself is obtaining for us with groanings and 
mutterings to deep for words; the one searching the heart(s) is aware of what the 
disposition of the Spirit is who together with God is obtaining and attaining over the 
saints.

It is not that the mind of the Spirit is unknowable, but that we are unaware.  Tongues 
is a tool to help us discern and partner with the Spirit.

And it is highly recommended. Pursue Him!
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